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Hands-on Training for Farmers and 
Veterinarians: New measures to fight 
antimicrobial resistance

General introduction to the AMR 
impact. Focus on country’s AMU & 
AMR figures 

Ireland, 24 June 2025



A Global threat Economic impact

Antimicrobial Resistance

The estimated cost of AMR for healthcare systems 

in Europe is:

€1.1 billion/ year 

Estimated number of deaths caused by AMR in 2050 
in comparison with current common causes of deaths

New report 

2023: 

$$ ↑↑



Use, overuse and 
misuse of 
antimicrobials

Microbes 
develop 
resistance

Antimicrobials 
become less 
effective

Diseases 
spread more 
easily, 
persist or kill

What is AMR and how does AMR occur?

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) occurs when germs (bacteria, virus, or 
fungus) that cause infections resist the effects of the medicines used to 
treat them. 



AMR is present in 
humans, animals, 

plants and the 
environment

Antimicrobial 

consumption in animals

Antimicrobial 

consumption in 

humans

A H



Resistant bacteria 
infect 800.000 

people in EU/EFTA 
every year
(ECDC data 2022)

685.433 701.816

822.075
865.767

801.517

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Estimated median number of infections, all types

Source: ECDC (European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control)



Resistance endangers 
public health AND 
animal health

EFSA dashboard: 

Occurrence of AMR in 

broilers for 

Campylobacter j. against 

tetracycline

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/microstrategy/dashboard-antimicrobial-resistance


Different classes of antimicrobials 



We need to keep the current antimicrobials effective! 



What can we do? 

EFSA Journal 

2024;22(2):8589



“Farm to fork” Objective

50% reduction of overall EU 
sales of antimicrobials for 

farmed animals and 
in aquaculture by 2030



Sales reporting (ESVAC) becomes
Sales and Use Reporting ESUAvet



• Common rules
As of 2024, EU Member States must report annual data on the volume of sales and use of 

antimicrobial medicinal products in animals for the preceding year

Data Collection on sales and use of antimicrobials

• EU countries must start collecting on use data:

➢Cattle, pigs, poultry → as of 2023
➢All other food-producing animals → from 2026
➢Dogs, cats and fur animals → from 2029 

• EMA will publish the first report on 31 March 2025, 
afterwards by 31 December covering the preceding 
year

• Data will be detailed with relevant animal species, 
categories or stages 

Data to be collected for 
1. Antidiarrheals, intestinal anti-

inflammatory and antiinfective
agents

2. Gynecological antiinfectives & 
antiseptics
3. Anti-infectives & antiseptics for 
intrauterine use
4. Antibacterials for systemic use
5. Antibacterials for intramammary use
6. Antiprotozoals (with antibacterial 
effect)
7. Antimycobacterials for intramammary 
use



Next report: December 2025







NATIONAL FIGURES



IRELAND

Animal food-producers

data

Aquaculture production
(tonnes of live weight, 2023)



Sales of VMP in IRELAND

1352

290

102

358

45

0

100

TOTAL 2246

PCU
2022 (1.000 tonnes)

Antimicrobial sales

2018

45,9 mg/PCU

2022

33,6 
mg/PCU

-27%

Sales trends (2011-2022)

Sales trends for food-producing animals, including horses and farmed fish, per country, in mg/PCU, from 
2018 to 2023 



Country information 

ESVAC report

Sales of VMP in IRELAND

https://www.ema.europa.eu/system/files/documents/other/ireland_pcu-antibiotic-veterinary-medicinal-products-food-producing-animals-2010-2022_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/sales-veterinary-antimicrobial-agents-31-european-countries-2022-trends-2010-2022-thirteen-esvac_en.pdf


Proportion of total sales (in tonnes) of 3rd- and 4th-generation cephalosporins, fluoroquinolones, other quinolones and 

polymyxins of total antimicrobial VMP sales for food-producing animals, by country in 2023



Consumption of fluoroquinolones and other quinolones

Source: JIACRA IV - Antimicrobial consumption and resistance in bacteria from humans and animals

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/ema-ecdc-efsa-fourth-joint-report-integrated-analysis-antimicrobial-agent-consumption-occurrence-antimicrobial-resistance-bacteria-humans-food-producing-animals-eu-eea-jiacra-iv_en.pdf
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/report/ema-ecdc-efsa-fourth-joint-report-integrated-analysis-antimicrobial-agent-consumption-occurrence-antimicrobial-resistance-bacteria-humans-food-producing-animals-eu-eea-jiacra-iv_en.pdf


Example 1 
Trends in  resistance to selected 
antimicrobials in indicator E. coli from 
pigs, 2014-2023 (EFSA report )

In Total 27 MSs Resistance to:

ampicillin (AMP)

cefotaxime (CTX)

ciprofloxacin (CIP)

tetracycline (TET)

Achievements

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9237


Example 2
Trends in  resistance to selected 
antimicrobials in indicator E. coli from 
broilers, 2014-2023 (EFSA report )

Resistance to:
ampicillin (AMP)

cefotaxime (CTX)

ciprofloxacin (CIP)

tetracycline (TET)

Achievements

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2025.9237


www.amrfvtraining.eu

Thank you!

http://www.amrfvtraining.eu/
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